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The Black-and-white Kingfisher begins to brecd about the 
commencement of April, and I extract the following description 
from my note-book of one of the first nests examined :— 

“ April 7th, 1862, Baroskour, near Damictta.—This morning 
a Kingfisher was seen near a likely-looking bank, and, on ap- 
proaching it, another, probably the female, flew out of a round 
hole about 3 feet above the level of the river. It was just 
large enough to admit the hand; and after digging hori- 
zontally for about 4 feet, we arrived at the nest—an enlarged 
ehamber, the bottom covered with small bits of dry dirt and 
broken fish-bones. The eggs were five m number, of a elear 
polished white, 1 inch 3 lines in length, 11 lines in breadth, 
slightly tapering from the middle towards each end. This pecu- 
liarity in shape was noticed in the first specimens, and was more 
or less observable in all those subsequently taken. The usual 
number is five, occasionally four, and now and then six.” 


XLI.—Remarks on the Lesser Buzzard of South Africa and its 
Congeners. By Jous Henry Gurney, M.P., F.Z.S. 


In an article recently published by M. O. DesMurs in the 
‘Revue et Magasin de Zoologie,’* attention is called to the fact 
of the bird described and figured by Le Vaillant under the title 
of “Le Tachard ” being in reality a Pern (Pernis), and not a 
Buzzard (Buteo), as has been frequently supposed to be the case. 
M. DesMurs mentions in this article the circumstance of Mr. 
G. R. Gray having come to this conelusion as long ago as in 1849, 
and J am able to add that Mr. Gray has recently expressed to me 
that he still entertains the same opinion. 

I have myself no doubt that the “Tachard” of Le Vaillant, 
and consequently the Buteo tachardus of Daudin, is identical 
with Pernis apivorus, a specics which I have twice received from 
the colony of Natal. 

Most ornithologists have erroneously attributed the name of 
Buteo tachardus of Daudin to the Lesser Buzzard of South Africa, 
for which M. DesMurs now suggests the new specific appella- 
tion of Buteo delalandi. This is, as it seems to me, unnceessary ; 
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for I cannot but think that this small Buzzard is the “ Rougri ” 
of Le Vaillant (Buteo desertorum of Daudin), the description and 
figure of which appear to me to agree with the species now under 
consideration in all points except one, namely, that the cere and 
bill are doth described as yellow, instead of the cere only. But 
may not this have been a mere lapsus calami of the author, copied 
by the artist into his drawing, which was probably made from 
a skin of which the bill was faded, or (as is frequently the case 
in skins brought from hot countries) in which the horny covering 
of the upper mandible had shelled off? 

Such at least seems to me the probability, and with that view 
I consider the small Buzzard of South Africa as entitled to the 
specific name desertorum. 

M. DesMurs expresses a strong opinion that the small Buz- 
zard of South Africa is specifically distinct from that of North 
Africa (Buteo cirtensis of the “Exploration de lAlgérie”’) ; 
but the only difference I can perceive between them is, that the 
South-African bird is usually less rufous, and is somewhat paler 
on the breast, which are hardly sufficient grounds for a specific 
distinction. 

The geographical range of Buteo cirtensis (even if it be distinct 
from its South-African congener) is still very extensive, as it is 
found generally in North Africa, from Mogador to Egypt; and 
it also occurs in European Turkey, in Southern Russia on the 
Volga, at Smyrna, at Erzeroum, in Madras, and in Nepal. 

The Indian specimens which I have seen, and also that from 
Erzeroum, are less rufous and more chocolate-coloured, especially 
on the under parts, than more westcrn specimens. This darker 
form of colouring would seem to be as worthy of specific dis- 
tinction as the paler-breasted race of South Africa, and it has 
been figured and described as distinct by Mr. Jerdon in his 
‘Illustrations of Indian Ornithology’ (pl. 27), under the title 
of Buteo rufiventer. 

M. DesMurs well remarks that Buteo cartensis is elosely allied 
to the large rufous Buzzard of North-eastern Africa, South- 
eastern Europe, and Asia. This larger species (Accipiter ferox of 
S. Gmelin, Buteo rufinus of Rüppell, B. leucurus of Naumann, 
and B. canescens of Hodgson) also extends as far east as India, 
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but is not found further to the west than South-castern Europe 
and North-eastern Africa. 

M. DesMurs speaks of his Buteo delalandi as oceurring in 
Madagascar : is it possible that some confusion may exist on this 
point between it and its nearly related but shorter-winged con- 
gener, Buteo brachypterus of von Pelzeln, first figured in the last 
number of ‘The Ibis’ (P1. VIIL)? 

Further observation may doubtless clear up this point, and 
also increase our knowledge of the other nearly allied races of 
Buzzards to which we have here referred. 


XLII.— Letter from Mr. SWINHOE. 
(Plate XIII.) 
To the Editor of ‘ The Ibis. 

Sır, —I have just returned to England from Formosa, for 
change of air; and as, while there, I prosecuted my researches in 
natural history with some vigour, I have been enabled to bring 
with me some fine novelties from that hitherto unexplored island. 
Among other things in the ornithological line, I may mention a 
most lovely new species of Pheasant of the Euplocomus group, of 
which I was fortunate enough to procure both sexes,—a fine new 
Urocissa, anew Megulema, two Pomatorhini, three Garrulaxes, an 
Arboricola, cum multis aliis. All these I intend bringing before 
the Zoological Society at their first meeting in November. But 
with regard to one of the novelties, perhaps the most beautiful 
thing I have brought, I should like to anticipate the introduc- 
tion to the ornithological world by availing myself of the pages 
of ‘The Ibis’ to bring it forward. I refer to the accompanying 
Orioline form, belonging to the genus Psaropholus, to which P. 
traillii from Nepal and perhaps one other species belong. Both 
of these, however, are cast far into the shade by their Formosan 
represcntative. I subjoin a diagnosis of its charaeters, with the 
few notes I ean at present supply. I shall be able to add further 
particulars when the mass of my collection reaches England. 

Psarorno us aAnpENs, Swinhoe, (PI. XIII.) 

P. coccineus; capite ct cervice undique cum alis tibisque niger- 
rimis; rostro pedibusque plumbeis. 


